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a vigorous and effective agitation against the methods of the bureau-
cracy and to describe them in their true colours is an affront to the
British people, then, I am afraid, I must plead guilty. But, then,
I must also say in all humility that the Viceroy has entirely mis-
read and misunderstood the great national awakening that is
taking place in India. I repeat for the thousandth time that it is not
hostile to any nation or any body of men,'but it is deliberately
aimed at the system under which the Government of India is being
today conducted and I promise that no threats and no enforcement
of threats by the Viceroy or any body of men will strangle that agi-
tation or send to rest that awakening.
I have said in my reply1 to Lord Ronaldshay's speech that we
have not taken the offensive. We are not the aggressors. We have
not got to stop any single activity. It is the Government that is
to stop its aggravatingly offensive activity aimed, not at vio-
lence, but at lawful, disciplined, stern, but absolutely non-violent,
agitation. It is for the Government of India and for it alone to bring
about a peaceful atmosphere if it so desires. It has hurled a bomb-
shell in the midst of material rendered inflammable by its
own action and wonders that the material is still not inflam-
mable enough to explode*
The immediate issue is not now the redress of the three
wrongs1. The immediate issue is the right of holding public
meetings and the right of forming associations for peaceful purpo-
ses^and in vindicating this right, we are fighting the battle not mere-
ly on behalf of non-co-operators, but we are fighting the battle
for all India down from the peasant up to the prince and for all
schools of politics. It is the one condition of any organic growth
and I see in the Viceregal announcement an insistence on sub-
rftission to a contrary doctrine, which an erstwhile exponent of
the law of liberty has seen fit to lay down upon finding himself in
an atmosphere where there is little regard for law and order on
the part of those very men who are supposed to be the custo-
dians of law and order. I have only to point to the unprovoked
assaults being committed not in isolated cases, not in one place, but
in Bengal, in the Punjab, in Delhi and in the United Provinces.
I have no doubt that as repression goes on in its mad career the
reign of terrorism will overtake the whole of this unhappy land.
But, whether the campaign is conducted on civilized or unciviliz-
1  Vide "Interview   to  Associated  Press   on   Round Table Conference",
20-12-1921.
2 Of the Khilafat, of the Punjab and of the denial of swaraj; vide "Notes",
22-12-1921, under the sub-title "Round Table Conference".